
Communicator of the Week 
Rep. Paul Ryan talks of   

abolishing the AMT on CNBC: 
 

“We don’t have a revenue problem in 
Washington, we have a spending 

problem, let’s cut spending… 
This is a trillion dollars coming into 
the government that it never planned 

on getting in the first place.  The 
AMT is a tax increase on top of the 
tax code we already have.  Let’s get 
rid of this tax, it’s anti-growth and 

anti-competitive and brings 
government spending and taxing to a 

whole new level. ”
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RSC Member Op/Eds and Media Events:   
 
Congressman Bob Latta hosted a Farm Day event to highlight how local family farms are essential for the economy and 
family dinner tables.  Congressman Latta visited three farms with local 
media and stressed how the rising cost of energy hits the American farmer 
hard, blending his energy platform into the discussions.    
The Toledo Blade reported, “With soaring prices for just about everything 
needed to raise cattle and other livestock -- fuel to feed -- Wood County 
farmers are anxious.  U.S. Congressman Bob Latta hoped a visit to their 
farms Tuesday helped ease their fears. The congressman thanked area 
farmers for their hard work and showed how important American 
agriculture is to the country.  “I represent the largest agricultural district in 
Ohio and what we have here is folks feeding not only us, but the world,” 
Rep. Latta said during his visit to Jody Haines' farm in Cygnet.  Rep. Latta 
believes the job of a farmer isn't easy and to prove his point he helped feed 
calves on the Haines farm.  In addition, farmers told FOX Toledo News 
that “because of the high cost of fuel, costs are equally rising to care for 
their livestock. If there is no relief in prices soon, fewer farmers will be 
raising cattle for meat. Rep. Latta says he plans to share those concerns 
with Congress and talk about ways to keep farming strong throughout the 
country.”  
 
Congresswoman Michele Bachmann wrote an op/ed for The Examiner 
entitled, “I gave up earmarks; why can’t other Members of Congress.  “Congress has yet to make reducing federal spending 
a priority. With the recent release of an analysis of this year’s congressional earmarks in House appropriation bills, it can 
still be said that Washington loves to spend the taxpayers’ money.  Even with increased claims by several members of 
Congress — including Speaker Nancy Pelosi — that they would fight for “responsible government spending,” earmarks 
and out-of-control spending have continued to rise.  Now more than ever, Congress needs to rein in its addictive pork-
barrel splurging and swear off earmarks until a fair, transparent and fully reformed system is in place.  With food and gas 
costs at record highs, many Americans are struggling to make ends meet. The last thing they need is politicians wasting the 
tax dollars they send to Washington on special interest projects. America’s financially pinched middle class is forced to live 
within their means to ensure the bills are paid and food is on the table; why can’t Congress do the same?  As one of the 
members committed to not accepting earmarks this year, I know that this pledge is in the best interest of my constituents 
and our nation’s middle class. Responsible spending in Washington means more money in the pocketbooks of our 
taxpayers. It’s when our nation’s families are thriving that our economy does too…. This does not have to be the case. 
Americans should not be expected to foot these bills. Members can stand up to the broken system and pledge not to give in. 
They can say “no” to the hidden incentives behind each project and give their word to their constituents and the American 
people that the family budget is a priority, not the federal one,” wrote Bachmann.   
 
Congressman Steve Scalise’s plan to lower energy costs by expanding offshore drilling was covered by the Times 
Picayune.  “Scalise said he would file the Grow American Supply, or GAS, Act to end a ban on oil and gas production in 
regions of the Outer Continental Shelf. Along with opening now-untapped marine territories to drilling, the GAS Act would 
create incentives for faster drilling of approved off-coast areas and encourage research into oil shale and tar sands for 
energy use.   The bill would also give Louisiana a greater slice of profits from any oil and gas reserves unearthed beyond its 
shores, a move Scalise said could provide “hundreds of millions of dollars” for coastal restoration and flood protection. 
Scalise unveiled his plan at a Chevron station on North Causeway Boulevard in Metairie, where the smell and noise of 
vehicular traffic underscored his call for a long-term solution to the nation's dependence on foreign oil.” 
 



One Minute, Morning Hour, and Special Order Participation  
From June 24 thru July 8, 20 RSC Members delivered one-minute speeches, continuing the House GOP’s massive 
push for Members to discuss raising gas prices and the Republican solution to increase American energy supplies, as 
well as on other topics. Rep. Ted Poe delivered three one-minutes, on the GI Bill, the War on Terror, and the Fairness 
Doctrine.  Rep Joe Wilson also spoke three times, on energy costs, the War on Terror, and North Korea. Rep. Joe Pitts 
spoke twice, about Guantanamo and Medicare.  Rep. Foxx and Rep. Barrett each spoke twice about energy.  Reps. 
Lungren, Shimkus, Akin, Davis, Stearns, Blackburn, Wittman, Broun and Westmoreland all delivered one-minutes on 
gas prices and energy.  Rep. Mike Pence spoke about the Broadcaster Freedom Act and the Fairness Doctrine, and 
Rep. Lamar Smith spoke on media bias twice.  Rep. Sullivan spoke about property rights.      
 

 
In the News….  
 

  

EDITORIAL: Gas Bill Could Help Our Wallets  

First things first: Rep. John Campbell’s proposed bill to relieve some of the pain commuters feel at the gas pump is not a 
solution to the oil crisis.  With some predicting that crude oil will reach $200 a barrel, resulting in gas prices of, say, $7 a 
gallon, that’s a bigger fish to fry. 

Meanwhile, how about some incremental measures to ease the burden that Americans are feeling? Let’s face facts: There’s 
no end in sight to the housing slump and the stock market has gone bare for the first time in years.  We’re in a spiraling 
economy, and every dollar counts. 
 
Campbell’s plan, which will be presented in Washington later this week, would give a 30% return on money spent on an 
employee’s commute to work. If passed, the bill would add a new line-item deduction on federal taxes, giving commuters a 
break.  It would be up to the IRS to determine how the deductions would be compiled, such as a log book or receipts. 
 
Hmmm. More money in Americans’ pockets? Less money for the federal government? 

Sounds like a win-win. 
 
Critics have called the plan insufficient, even gimmicky. Steve Young, the Democratic candidate challenging Campbell, 
called it “a Band-Aid for a heart attack.”  “It is a Band-Aid,” Campbell responded. “But people are bleeding, and we need a 
Band-Aid until we heal the wound.” 
 
We agree. Just because the proposed bill falls short of sweeping solutions — and make no mistake about it, we will need, at 
the end of the day, sweeping solutions to these unacceptable gas prices — doesn’t mean that it has no value. A 30% return 
is of great value to commuters who are paying more and more at the pump just to get to work. 
 
We are bleeding — from the wallet — and anything that slows that down is helpful, even if it doesn’t make us whole. 
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